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APPLIED LEARNING PROGRAMME

Students from 1E1 collaborating intensely to
set up the water sensors using the Arduino sets

Students hard at work on a solar car

An example of a solar powered car created
by Secondary 2 students

“It’s really great as in the future I would like to be a game developer and this will help me gain experience.” - Muhd Juan
Veron (1E1)
The Applied Learning Programme (ALP) for the year culminated with the production of various artefacts with an emphasis
on the usage of basic electronic and programming skills learnt to solve water pollution issues for Secondary 1. The focus
for Secondary 2 was the construction of solar cars from recycled materials which also demonstrated the understanding
of local and world efforts on energy sustainability.

STUDENT LEADERSHIP: TEACHERS’ DAY
CELEBRATIONS
“A teacher takes a hand, opens a mind and touches a heart.”

Fajar Secondary School celebrated Teachers’ Day on 1 September 2016. It was planned and executed by various
groups of student leaders. The preparation for this event started as early as in May 2016 when selected Student
Leaders from Secondary 3 participated in a Facilitative Leadership Workshop. The workshop was part of the Learning
for Life Programme which aims to develop students in leadership skills. The workshop came in useful especially when
they had to plan and lead the Teachers’ Day programme.
This year, the celebrations started with students showing appreciation to their teachers who have indeed played great
roles in shaping their hearts and minds. Students kickstarted the day’s celebrations in their respective classes through
the Class Appreciation programme led by the class committee. Special accordion cards were also prepared by the
classes and presented to their Form Teachers.
The celebrations culminated in a Hall performance led by the Student Councillors. The Student Leaders worked
tirelessly together with the student performers to put up a series of spectacular performances which included hiphop dance, international dance, acoustic singing and a breath-taking diabolo (juggling cups) performance. The event
ended on a high note with the presentation of Teachers’ Awards and gifts prepared by the Student Councillors and the
Parent Support Group. It was truly a heartwarming celebration.

Graceful dancers from the Dance and
Movement Society

http://www.fajarsec.moe.edu.sg

Extraordinary performance by Secondary 3
students

Honouring our Mrs Chew Kum Boon, Chinese
Language teacher who retired in August 2016
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LANGUAGE ARTS
HARI RAYA CELEBRATIONS
As part of the School’s Assembly programme, on 13 July 2016, the Malay students put up a string of performances.
for the Hari Raya Puasa Celebrations. The performances were aimed at imparting cultural knowledge and values
about the celebration to our students. It was also an opportunity for our students to showcase their talents
through acting, singing and dancing. The audience was thoroughly enthralled by the breathtaking performances.
They also indulged in a feast of Malay sweets and cookies after the assembly programme.

3E girls performing a Malay traditional dance

3E and 3N students putting up a riveting
performance

2N, 3E and 3N students performing in the
Dikir Barat

ENGLISH LANGUAGE FESTIVAL 2016
The English Language and Literature Department conducted the Language
Festival, (‘Lang Fest’ in short) which was about learning English through games
and quizzes. It was a week of fun-filled games and activities for the students during
their English lessons to promote the beauty of the English Language (EL).
A variety of activities were conducted during the EL lessons as well as during the
week’s assembly progamme. Games such as ‘Who Wants to be a Millionaire?’,
‘Survivor’ and ‘Jeopardy’ were designed and adapted to enable the students to
internalise the learning of English grammar and vocabulary in a fun and exciting
manner. They were played as inter-class games and the winning classes were
given attractive prizes.

Our enthusiastic Drama Club members
presenting the ‘Speak English Well’ skit

We even had an interactive and lively assembly programme where our Drama Club
members put up an enriching skit for the school emphasising the need to speak
Good English. Following that, selected Secondary 3 students played ‘Jeopardy’
during assembly and competed against one another in answering EL-based
questions. The school hall vibrated with thunderous applause and cheers as both
teachers and students racked their brains in search of answers. This game show
was well-received by both the students and teachers. It was certainly a battle of
wits!
Mr Chua, is this your final answer?

MID-AUTUMN FESTIVAL
Students of all races enjoying the halal
mooncakes

Mid-Autumn Festival is one of the most celebrated festivals among the Chinese
in the world, as it symbolises reunion and unity in the Chinese culture. FJS too
celebrated Mid-Autumn Festival on 14 September 2016. Some Secondary 1 and
2 Normal (Academic) students helped to set up a Mooncake Appreciation booth
in the canteen and students of all races helped themselves to the delicious halal
mooncakes. For some non-Chinese students for whom it was their first time
savouring the goodies, it was heaven on earth.
During Chinese Language lessons, teachers also engaged students with
interesting information about the Mid-Autumn Festival. Students also designed
cards to express their gratitude and well-wishes to their family and friends. It was
certainly an enlightening experience for students of all races.

Students from 1E1 wishing everyone a splendid
Mid-Autumn Festival celebration!

SCIENCE ENRICHMENT

STUDENT ACTIVITIES

For two weeks, Secondary 1 students from 1E1 and 1N1 became budding zoologists!
The Science department’s aim to bring real-life relevance to their learning, spurred
them on to research on the conservation of ecology. The research was done mainly
on how it was possible to save animals which are at the brink of extinction, by building
enclosures that would emulate their natural habitat. During the two weeks, the
students also went on a trip to the Singapore Zoological Gardens to research on the
animals’ habitats.
Similarly, 2 groups of Secondary 2 students (Lai Jia Le, Pang Jing Jet, Nicholas Loh,
Matthias Tham from 2E1 and Pannawat Chauychoo, Gina Teh, Ravikumar Prema
Mridul Samrat, Laila Nursa’imah from 2E2) participated in the Unity Scientific Innovation
Challenge (USIC) organised by Unity Secondary School. USIC is a national
science competition which focuses on participants’ intellectual curiosity and creativity in
applying scientific principles to develop innovative solutions for various challenges.
Both groups of students committed their time and effort for the challenge. One of the
groups comprising Pannawat, Gina, Samrat and Laila from 2E2 was awarded the
Outstanding Project (Bronze) Award in the competition.
It has been a year of rich learning for the students as some also participated in
Republic Polytechnic’s Scientific Thinking Programme where secondary school
students solved everyday problems with scientific solutions, with FJS winning two
out of the five Outstanding Project Awards conferred. The first winning team, which
comprised Chua Xin Ci Renea (3E2), Siti Nurzulaikha (3E2), Mario Nando (3E3) and
Muhammad Imran (3E3), investigated the effectiveness of four different traditional
Chinese medicines in the growth of the balsam plant, Impatiens balsamina. The
second winning team was made up of students from 3E1, Aiswini D/O Sivakumer,
Venkatanarayanan Vishwapriya, Hoo Wenkang and Wong Ziqi, who had researched
on the production of bioplastics from food waste. Well done teams! You have certainly
done the school proud.

HISTORY FIELD TRIP

The History field trip is an annual flagship of the Lower Secondary History
curriculum. The trip aims to instil critical thinking and interest in the study of
Singapore’s history which contributes to students’ growth towards becoming a
concerned citizen and a self-directed learner. On 22 August 2016, the Secondary
1 Express and Normal (Academic) students visited the National Museum of
Singapore. The museum is an integral part of their curriculum as it broadens
their understanding of historical sources and archaeological findings of
Singapore. The highlights of the visit were the black-and-white Sultan movie
screened in the museum and the spice garden in Fort Canning which featured
pandan, nutmeg and cinnamon. It was a day well spent for the students!

GRADUATION CEREMONY

Students presenting their Form Teachers
with heartfelt tokens of appreciation

Inspiring sharing by our teacher, Ms Siti
Rohani

Deeply engrossed in research

At the Unity Scientific Innovation
Challenge

Students (from the right, Chua Xin Ci
Renea (3E2), Siti Nurzulaikha (3E2),
Mario Nando (3E3) and Muhammad Imran
(3E3) who were featured in the Straits
Times with their project

Students doing field work at Fort Canning
Park

Happy graduation!

The event was organised by Form Teachers of the graduating classes. The video , “Through The Years”, chronicling the
experiences of the two schools merged into one was truly nostalgic for all. Ms Siti Rohani inspired the students when
she shared about her mum - the hero in her life. James Kaminga (4E4) and Pung Yu Sing (4E1) shared from their heart
about their experiences as students. Last but not least, “Ready For The World”, an item presented by the graduating
class teachers encouraged the graduands to dream big as they close a chapter to begin a new one in their life.
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STUDENT ENRICHMENT
AESTHETICS PROGRAMME
It has been a fruitful year for the Aesthetics Education Committee in exposing
students to various forms of art. Students were able to consolidate what
they had learnt from various subjects when they participated in competitions
organised by the Art Education Committee. The Paper Doll design competition
to commemorate Racial Harmony Day, 3-D and 2-D design of artwork
for National Day, Class Sports logo design and Cheer writing competition for
Sports Fiesta were amongst a host of competitions organised to give students
various opportunities to apply the skills they have learnt.
In addition, our students took part in the Singapore Youth Festival (SYF) Art
Exhibition and had their artworks showcased in the SYF 2016 Catalogue. The
school also arranged for Secondary 3 Art students to visit the SYF Art Exhibition
in order to broaden their horizons and give more exposure to artworks by their
peers.
The students also performed using the skills they had learnt in Music and
their enrichment classes. Apart from watching performances by students and
professionals during Assembly Programmes, such as the Aesthetic Showcase
in April, students also visited The Esplanade to watch other dance performances.
It has been a exciting year for the students!

Enthusiastic dance performance by 1E
students

2N students strumming the ukulele at the
during Assembly

Students hard at work conceptualising their
2-D artworks for National Day Celebrations

Our Art Teacher, Miss Lynn Teo and her
student, Shahrazad Binti Logan, with their
proud display at the SYF Art Exhibtion

Energetic performance at the Esplanade
Theatre Studio

HUMAN VALUES DRAMA FESTIVAL 2016
On 20 July 2016, the Drama Club participated in the Human Values Drama
Festival finals organised by Sri Sathya Sai Organisation of Singapore. It was
an opportunity for students to practise the five universal Human Values (Truth,
Right, Action, Peace, Love and Non-Violence) through drama.
Through teamwork and sheer enthusiasm, the performance entitled ‘Unnatural
Me’, won the hearts of the judges and they came in third among 57 secondary
schools. Congratulations Drama Club on your proud achievement!

CYBER WELLNESS CARNIVAL

An earnest and heartfelt performance by the
Drama Club students

The Information Technology and Cyber Wellness representatives in the Secondary 1 to 3 classes were made to attend
a comprehensive Cyber Wellness Training Programme. They explored and learnt about problems which students might
face online. As part of the Cyber Wellness training, they also planned and conducted a Cyber Wellness Carnival on 30
June 2016. Posters on Cyber Wellness that were designed by our representatives were put up for voting. There were
also games for the students to play and learn more about Cyber Wellness. The carnival was a great eye opener for the
participants.

Cyber Wellness posters designed by our
ambassadors

Our ambassadors explaining the rules
to a carnival game

Students having fun in one of the carnival
games

NATIONAL CADET CORPS

UG ACHIEVEMENT

The National Cadet Corps (Land) is proud to announce that it has achieved a Gold Award
in the best unit competition. This achievement serves as an affirmation and recognition of
the hard work and commitment put in by the cadets, the teacher officers and the alumni
who mentored and guided the juniors. In addition, Master Sergeant (MSG) Mirza Ashraf Bin
Zainudin and MSG Rishab Tiwari received the National Cadet Corps Outstanding Cadet
Award, which is the highest form of recognition and honour for an NCC Cadet. This award
is given to a deserving cadet who has shown outstanding contributions and demonstrated
good leadership qualities at school and HQ NCC level. It has indeed been a proud year for
NCC!

ST. JOHN BRIGADE

MSG Mirza Ashraf Bin Zainudin and MSG Rishab
Tiwari receiving the NCC Outstanding Cadet Award

For the dedication and tireless commitment rendered by the unit, it was
conferred the Corps Achievement Awards Gold award for the year 2015. Some
highlights of the year include the Corp’s participation in the Brigade General
Inspection (BGI). Seven of our cadets were selected to represent Zone 6 in
the Brigade General Inspection on 27 August 2016 at Yio Chu Kang Sports
Stadium. Six of our cadets also qualified to receive the prestigious Chief
Commissioner’s Badge.

SCOUTS

Proud SJB recipients of the Chief Commisioner
Award

Fajar Fox Scouts has achieved the Gold standard for 2015’s unit assessment
award, Frank Cooper Sands Award, and has done so for 8 consecutive years since
2008. The Scouts also energetically took part in the various activities organised by
the Corps. In the first week of June holidays, the Scouts participated in a camp at the
Sarimbun Camp. They quickly picked up new scouting skills and experienced field
cooking as well. It was definitely an unforgettable experience for the Scouts. The Scouts
also learnt basic rock climbing skills and they fully enjoyed themselves. The activities
certainly has brought the whole unit closer together!

Scouts learning how to rise above the
rest

NATIONAL POLICE CADET CORPS
National Police Cadet Corps (NPCC) attained the Gold Award for the Unit
Overall Proficiency Award (UOPA) 2015. In the biannual Inter-Unit Campcraft
Competition 2016, our boys attained a historical high of 19th position and our
girls’ team emerged as one of the finalists, ranking 9th against 143 other teams.
Our cadets have also displayed exemplary leadership and outstanding
commitment to the Corps, and they were duly recognised for their outstanding
contributions at the unit level by being conferred the Best Unit Cadet
Award. It has indeed been an eventful and fruitful year for FJS NPCC!

SI Charis Ong (3rd from right) and SI Ain
(4th from right) with Commissioner of Police

THE BOYS’ BRIGADE
On 9 April 2016, The Boys’ Brigade participated in The BB Blaze, an adventure race, held
in Springfield Secondary School. The annual event aims to promote synergy and resilience
within the unit. Eward Sihol (3E1), Hoo Wen Kang (3E1), Ryan Ang Rui Heng (3E1) and Foo
Jun Hao (2N1) represented our school in the event. Despite the various challenges they faced,
our boys did not waver in the face of adversity and persevered. They were awarded the Bronze
Honour Roll for their determination and incredible display of teamwork. Good job boys!

THE GIRLS’ BRIGADE

The Girls’ Brigade (GB) attained the Silver Company Award for the year
2015 and the Gold Award for the National Drill Competition 2016. This was
possible only because of the many hours of hard work during the training
sessions and by consistently taking part in the events and activities organised
by the GB Headquarters. This year, the GB trained hard for the Drill Competition
and proudly marched off with a Gold Award. The girls also played their part in
supporting GB Friendship Day by distributing food items to the elderly at the
event. Their warm smiles and friendly banter certainly livened up the event and
brought much cheer to the elderly who were present. Keep up the good work
girls!

BB clearing the final obstacle
with grit and determination

Our Principal Miss Doris Ho (2nd frrom the
right) and Miss Li Yuexia (1st from the right) at
the Girls Brigade Award Ceremony
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HOLISTIC EDUCATION
SPORTS FIESTA
Fajar Secondary School’s Sports Fiesta was held on 20 May 2016. All students participated in at least one inter-class
game competition of either Floorball, Captain’s ball, Basketball, Football, Frisbee or Team Skipping. Besides the interclass competitive games, our students also participated in other events such as in the Health Booth, Kinect or iPad
stations.
The objective of the Sports Fiesta was to promote the merits of an active lifestyle by providing students with a platform for
mass participation and interaction in sports. They also learnt more about values like integrity, fair play and sportsmanship
through the games.

Aiming for a goal!

You cannot get past me!

Healthy competitive spirit on display

ELECTIVE MODULES
Secondary 3 and 4 Normal Technical (NT) students were involved in the Elective
Modules which comprised Sports and Wellness, Digital Photography,
Aviation and Culinary modules. This was conducted as part of the postexamination activities in May 2016.
The main aim of the Elective Modules was to stretch the potential of our
Normal Technical N(T) students, and to provide more opportunities for them
to pursue their interests to the fullest. The modules were chosen based on
the interests of the students. All modules also included a learning journey
where the students benefitted from the authentic learning experiences.
Our students thoroughly enjoyed the exposure and experiences. The 4-day
event culminated in a showcase of the students’ hard work. This showcase
allowed the students to proudly demonstrate the skills they had picked up.
The programme received rave reviews from intrigued fellow students and
impressed teachers.

Experiencing the cockpit!

Budding chefs at work

UPPER SECONDARY VALUES IN ACTION
(VIA) PROGRAMME
This semester, our upper secondary classes were involved actively in a
series of VIA activities. Our Secondary 3 students were involved in a
programme called “Share a Pot” which is a community-based project
to improve the nutrition of community-dwelling seniors. Our school
collaborated with Northwest CDC, Bukit Panjang RC Zone 10 as well as
Alexandra Health System (AHS) to reach out to the elderly who are living in
the studio apartments at Fajar Road. The project was an excellent opportunity
for our students to serve the community as well as to understand the seniors
better.

Humbly approaching members of the public for
donations

Similarly, our Secondary 4 and 5 students were involved in the Society for the
Physically Disabled (SPD) Flag Day. Students learnt about compassion and built
their confidence when they approached members of the public for donations.
This activity helped the students realise the importance of an inclusive
society.
The elderly’s favourite activity - Floorball!

NATIONAL EDUCATION
NATIONAL DAY CELEBRATIONS
On 7 August 2016, our Uniformed Groups (UGs) began the National Day celebrations by participating in a
march past organised by Senja-Cashew Constituency. The precision drills by the UGs were brilliantly executed and much
appreciated by the residents.
The UGs also started the annual National Day celebrations in school with a march past and the Drama Club led the
Recollections in which we paid homage to our nation’s flag. Various representatives from all the classes then came
on stage for a mascot making competition in which students dressed up in outfits made out of recycled materials,
designed to represent Singapore. Classes went all out in the weeks before National Day to prepare for the competition
and wowed the audience with their creativity and aspirations for our nation.
This competition was made special by the presence of our special guests from Sunlove and Lions Befrienders
homes. Accompanied by our students from 3N2, the elderly from these organisations joined us in the morning for
breakfast. The competition was followed by a National Day sing along session
led by some teachers and students. The celebrations ended on a high note with
prizes given away for the mascot and art competition and Unit Awards for the
UGs.

Our school leaders with our creatively designed mascots

Extending a helping hand

RACIAL HARMONY DAY CELEBRATIONS
For this year’s Racial Harmony Day (RHD) celebrations, the National Education team collaborated with the Mother
Tongue Department. The focus of this year’s RHD celebrations was not just about celebrating our diversity but also
about coming to terms with the fragility of harmony in Singapore and how it is crucial for us to play a conscientious role
in preserving our unity.
During the Assembly Programme, the students were given a glimpse of the societal issues that have challenged
Singapore’s harmony from the past to the present. Students were given a short synopsis of issues like the
‘Curry Incident’ and then shown video clips to help them visualise the issues. This was followed by thoughtprovoking questions to get them thinking. Students were then invited to share how they would have responded to the
situation and how best to amicably resolve such situations. Judging by the students’ enthusiastic response during the
programme, it was evident that the session was indeed well-received.

NE Ambassadors leading the school in the NE pledge during the RHD
assembly programme

Students playing traditional games
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STAFF UPDATES
NATIONAL DAY
COMMENDATION MEDAL

Mdm Vimala d/o Subramaniam

NOMINATIONS

OUTSTANDING HISTORY TEACHER
AWARD

Mr Shashidaren

Our heartiest congratulations to Mdm Vimala d/o
Subramaniam, HOD of English Language & Literature,
for receiving the prestigious National Day Commendation
Medal. This award recognises her commendable
performance and conduct, and her devotion to the
teaching service. Congratulations Mdm Vimala!

Mr Shashidaren, HOD for Humanities, was nominated
for the award which is sponsored by the History
Association of Singapore. He was nominated
in recognition of his contributions and efforts in making
the learning of History fun and relevant for the
students. Keep the fire burning Mr Shashidaren!

DEEPENING LEARNING

LISTENING EDUCATOR FOR
ADVANCEMENT AND PROGRESS
AWARD

An exciting development this semester was that our
own teachers shared excellent lessons that they had
conducted to grow our teaching staff. We had teachers
from different departments like English, Humanities and
Mathematics who shared their innovative lesson ideas.
We are also pleased to share that our Mother Tongue
teachers have also been actively sharing their lesson
ideas at national platforms. Mr Chakravarthi Muthu
Ramalingam, presented his group’s Action Research
project on ‘Spoken Interaction for Effective Use of Tamil
Language’ at the 4th Symposium for Tamil Teachers. At
the West 5 Cluster Sharing for Tamil Teachers, Mdm
Rengasamy Vasanthadhevi shared how she used the
Vocaroo Online Voice Recorder incorporating the use
of QR Reader and Mr Thanaraj Anbazhagan shared his
interactive lesson using Kahoot. Mr Lau Yanwei
presented ‘Improving Students’ Oratorical Skills through
Task-Based Learning’ at the Normal Course Symposium
at the Academy of Singapore Teachers.

Mr Rajkumar

Mr Rajkumar, HOD Normal Technical, was nominated
for the Listening Educator for Advancement and
Progress (LEAP) Award. The LEAP award recognises
teachers who have made a positive impact in nurturing
their students from the heart. Keep it going Mr Raj!

INSPIRING TEACHER OF ENGLISH
AWARD

Not to be outdone are our Allied Educators who shared
at the AED Cluster West 8 Symposium. Mr Ishak bin
Hassan presented on ‘Using Padlet to Share Useful
Maths Resources’ while Ms Shidy Shariani shared on
activities to engage students in the English Language
classroom.
Mrs Meenatchi Kalai and Ms Soon Apollonia Riard

Ms Apollonia Riard and Mrs Meenatchi Kalai, SH for
English Language, were nominated for the award
in the Teacher and Leader categories respectively.
They were nominated to recognise their efforts for
inspiring their students through engaging English
language lessons. Keep the passion blazing teachers!
Mr Lau Yanwei presenting at the Normal Course Symposium
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